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Maintaining the Interact development software, versions 5.21 and 6.0, on a single PC

WARNING:  Please be sure to carefully read this entire document prior to beginning any of the described procedures.  The procedure described in this application note requires the use of the Windows Registry Editor to make changes to the Registry on your Interact development PC.  If errors are made in this process, problems can occur which may require the reinstallation of the Windows operating system.  CTC strongly recommends that a backup be made of the current Registry prior to attempting the procedures outlined below.  You may need the assistance of you company’s system administrator to make changes to your Windows Registry settings.

Creating a backup of the current Registry settings:

1. Run the Registry editor by selecting Start, Run… and typing REGEDIT and clicking OK.

2. This will bring up the following screen (Figure 1):
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Figure 1

3. Select Registry from the menu and select Export Registry file…

4. Select the path to the directory you wish to place the Registry backup, and type in a file name, for example Registry Backup, then click Save.

Note:  When you choose to export the Registry file, be sure to set the Export range to All.  This ensures that the entire Registry is backed up.

Note:  The remainder of this application note assumes that you were using Interact 5.21 on the development PC, you have upgraded to Interact 6.0 by installing MachineShop, and you did not delete the Interact 5.21 directory structure by uninstalling Interact 5.21.  

You can maintain both Interact 5.21 and 6.0 on the same development PC by importing the correct Registry file for the version of Interact you wish to run.  There is a single Registry key setting that must be manipulated to facilitate this.  It is located in the HKEY_CURRENT_USER key, under Software\Computer Technology Corporation\Interact\Paths.

The screen capture of the Registry shown below in Figure 2 shows the standard Registry settings created by the Interact 6.0 installation.
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Figure 2

The standard Registry settings for Interact 5.21 are shown in Figure 3 below:
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Figure 3

Depending on which settings are currently being used on your system, you should create a backup of the Registry branch shown above with the appropriate name.

For example, if your Registry settings are set for Interact 5.21, highlight the Registry branch as shown in Figure 3, select Registry from the menu, then Export Registry File.., select the path to backup the Registry file, type in a file name, for example Interact521, and click on Save.  The screen capture in Figure 4 shows the appropriate settings for the Registry export.  Note that the Export range is set to the Selected Branch.  This is important to avoid potential problems.  By choosing to export only the selected branch, the other Registry entries are left intact when subsequently importing the Registry file.

If your Registry settings are set for Interact 6.0, highlight the Registry branch as shown in   Figure 2, select Registry from the menu, then Export Registry File.., select the path to backup the Registry file, type in a file name, for example Interact600, and click on Save.  Once again, be sure to export only the selected branch.
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Figure 4

If you wish to use Interact 5.21, you will run the Registry editor, select Import Registry File.., and select the Interact521.reg file.  This will restore the appropriate Registry settings for Interact 5.21. 

Note:  When running Interact 5.21, you should not start the Interact development software from the MachineShopToolbar.  You should start Interact by selecting Start, Programs, CTC Interact, then click on Interact Development.  This will ensure that the Applications and Projects created under Interact 5.21 are kept separate from the Applications and Projects created under Interact 6.0.  You should use the Interact Project Manager (IPM) utility to download the Interact projects to the target run-time system (i.e., the PowerStation). 

When you are ready to switch back to Interact 6.0, you will run the Registry editor, select Import Registry File.., and select the Interact600.reg file.  This will restore the appropriate Registry settings for Interact 6.0.

Note:  When running Interact 6.0, you should always launch the Interact development software from the MachineShop Toolbar.  You may use the MachineShop Toolbar or IPM to download the Interact projects to the target run-time system.
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